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Town Officials

  TOWN CHAIRMAN 
Richard Mueller 920-994-4095

TOWN BOARD SUPERVISORS
Chris Janik 262-692-9123
Lance Leider  262-483-2205
Mark Schubert 262-707-4806
James Stemper 262-692-2287

TOWN CLERK 
Dave Gorton 262-692-9673
   
TOWN TREASURER
Jean Wills 262-692-6365

PLAN COMMISSION MEMBERS
Brian Huiras  920-994-2058 
Chris Janik  262-692-9123 
Steve Jentges 262-208-0226
Bill Koeppen 262-692-6130
Robert Lederer  262-692-2856
Doug Winquist  262-692-2186

ASSESSOR  
Grota Appraisals  262-253-1142

BUILDING INSPECTOR 
John Derler  262-692-2039

MANAGER of RECYCLING CENTER
Harry Michaels, Jr.    262-692-9202

Recycling Center Location
W3480 Hickory Grove Road 
(at Cedar Valley Rd)

OPEN Saturdays (year round) 
8:00 A.M. TO 1:30 P.M.

Thursdays (April through Sept) 
5:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
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Attention all Dog Owners!
As per Chapter 174.052 of the Wisconsin Statutes, ALL 
dogs in Ozaukee County MUST be vaccinated against 
rabies AND BE LICENSED. License costs: spayed or neu-
tered dogs - $5/year; unsprayed or un-neutered dogs - 
$10/year. There is a $5 late fee after April 1.

There are penalties for failing to vaccinate and license a dog (WI Stat. 
174.05(5)): forfeit not less than $50 or more than $100 per dog. 

So come on in and get those dogs licensed! That $5 late fee is a lot less 
than the penalties! Bring along a copy of the rabies vaccination. If it’s 
easier to mail the copy in, include a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
and we’ll mail the tag back to you.

To Burn or Not to Burn - That is the Question!
When the weather turns nice, yard cleanup begins, and folks start burn-
ing. Permissible items to burn are paper, cardboard, untreated wood and 
brush. Paper and cardboard can also be dropped off at the Recycling 
Center, and we MAKE money on those items - so we hope you’ll choose 
that option for those items especially. 

If you do burn, please take note of wind direction and be courteous to 
your neighbors. 

The Town regulations on burning are:

 9.12 BURNING REGULATIONS. (1) RESIDENTIAL TRASH BURNING. 
No person shall kindle or cause to be kindled any fire in or upon any street, alley, public 
way, park or any public or private ground within any Residential District within 25 feet 
of any building unless the same is confined within an outside fireplace or grill, metal or 
concrete incinerator, wire refuse burner, basket or metal enclosure with a cover attached 
to prevent the escape of sparks and burning material. No garbage, rags, rubber, wet paper 
or other materials producing a foul smell shall be burned.

 (2) OPEN BURNING REGULATED. No bonfire, brush fire or any other 
open burning shall be permitted until notice has been given to the Waubeka Volunteer Fire 
Department. The fire shall be attended by a responsible person until it is extinguished. The 
Chief may declare a burning ban during periods of dry and windy conditions.

These Town regulations are enforced by the County. Please call the      
Sheriff’s Department to report any violations.



Driving through the village of 
Fredonia has certainly been a chal-
lenge these past months! Heading 
west to east, there are 39 ‘strips’ of 
bumps, and if you’re a regular driv-
er of the road - heading east you 
know to slow way down for #9, 14 
and 15. And heading west - well 
it’s best just to not even try!

Good news! Construction on the 
new road is to begin the end of 
April - weather permitting. And 
the drop-dead date for having it 
finished is August 15th.

The end is in sight! 

National Flag Day Observance
Saturday, June 13, 2015

11:30 am Program
Americanism Center, 4200 Valley View Dr., Waubeka
This year’s program is in honor of the US Marines, and features
Flag Raising, Cannon Salute, presentations by VFW and Scouts, 4H 
essay winners, and a musical salute to the armed forces

1:30 pm Parade
Over 100 marching units, bands, floats, VFW, Pipe & Drum, Color 
Guards, UW Marching Band, 4H, and more

3:30 pm.  Family Day
Pony rides, slides, trampo-
lines, games, music, contests, 
face painting, treasure hunts, 
bounce house

Dusk - Fireworks by 
Bartolotta

Don’t miss the Museum and 
Avenue of Flags! ALL FREE - to 
honor our Flag - the symbol of 
our great country - and the US 
Marines.

APRIL 7TH

7:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Are fireworks a part of your 
summer celebrations? 

A permit from the Town 
is required - cost $10. 

For the National Flag 
Day Team, 
Jack Janik, Chairman

From the Duluth News Tribune - Interesting!
Sparked by research at the University of Wisconsin-Superior, there is crusade to 
get tiny plastic beads out of health care products and cosmetics. These tiny plastic 
beads have been found in alarming numbers throughout the Great Lakes.

The beads, generally designed to exfoliate skin or help in the cleaning process, 
are so small they wash down the drain and pass through sewage treatment plants. 
Because they are plastic, they never truly break down in the environment. About 
the size of a grain of sand, scientists believe that fish and birds are seeing them as 
food, possibly mistaking them for fish eggs that are about the same size and shape. 
Scientists also worry that the beads may act as tiny sponges that soak up toxins and 
pass them on to whatever eats them, including fish that humans might eat.

There’s been little research on what impact the beads are having on the environ-
ment or human health. But in a rare display of cooperation, scientists, environ-
mental activists, lawmakers and even industry officials are working fast — to stop 
the flow of beads into the environment.

Several health care and cosmetics companies already have vowed to take microbe-
ads out of their products. Unilever — the maker of Dove, Ponds, Vaseline and Life-
buoy products, among many others — announced they have stopped using plastic 
beads in products as of Jan. 1. Johnson & Johnson, Procter & Gamble, and L’Oréal 
all have plans to eliminate the beads in their products by 2017.



BEFORE YOU DIG...
It’s spring, and that means outdoor 
projects! Before you start digging, 
call the Diggers Hotline. Here are 4 
good reasons to call:

1. SAFETY
Safety first we always say. Before 
digging, you should always know 
what’s below for the safety of you, 
your family, neighbors and the 
general public. There are numer-
ous factors that could cause buried 
utility lines to shift and come closer 
to the surface. So even if you think 
you know where lines are, one free 
call can help avoid a potentially 
dangerous situation.

2. MONEY
Identifying underground lines 
can save you big time in potential 
costs! If you accidentally dam-
age an underground facility, as a 
homeowner you are responsible 
for the cost of any damage and 
replacement lines. So why risk it?  
Make the call!

3. IT’S THE LAW
The headline says it all. Wisconsin 
State law requires all homeown-
ers and/or contractors to contact 
Diggers Hotline before any digging 
that disrupts the ground’s surface.
 
4. IT’S COMPLETELY FREE
What’s free anymore? When you 
find something free that can save 
you money and prevent potential 
injuries…why wouldn’t you do 
it? Make the call and we’ll handle 
having your lines marked free of 
charge.

So just dial 811. Find out where 
those lines are!

The State Budget, the Town and You!

The Wisconsin State budget includes a unique item this year – an item 
that changes how your Property Taxes are determined.  The budget item 
proposes a change from the TOWN being responsible for your property 
assessment to the COUNTY doing property assessments.

Doesn’t sound too serious until the costs are considered.  First cost is 
your time – instead of stopping in at the Town office to discuss changes 
to your property or home that may change your property value (assess-
ment), you’ll need to go down to Port and visit the County Assessment 
department.  

This department (County Assessment) does not exist now – it will need 
to be totally created as a new unit in the County.  New field staff, new 
office staff, new supervisor(s), new department head, new secretary, new 
office space and on & on.  We now contract with private firms for the 
field work; the County may do that but likely will want their own staff of 
assessors. 

Another aspect of the budget item is to require a full re-evaluation of all 
properties each year.   Now, the Towns have re-evaluations done every 4 
to 6 years.  Think about how much (or little) the value of your property 
and all others in the Town change from year to year.  To keep up with 
changes, we, the Town, get updated assessments for all new buildings, 
renovations and demolitions as they are done on individual properties. 
In addition an “Equalization Formula” is applied to level the assessment 
difference between communities.

If you really do feel your property assessment is wrong, the Town has an 
“Open Book” session each year, where anyone can stop in, review their 
assessment with the assessor, discuss why it needs to be changed, what 
other similar properties are assessed at and get a complete understand-
ing of your assessment.  Another step we provide each year is the Board 
of Appeals.  This is more of a legal step where you can present, with or 
without an attorney, your case for changing your assessment.  The Town 
provides these sessions for all 1350 Town property tax payers each year 
with no extra costs needed in the Town Budget.  How many days, per-
haps weeks, and how much staff and cost will be required by the County 
to address individually the several thousand property owners each year?

Clearly, centralization and consolidation of the assessment process has 
not been thought through by whoever is pushing this through the “back 
door” budget process. And, this will happen with every county in the 
state! 

For more information go to: http://www.middlewisconsin.org/bud-
get-proposal-eliminates-local-assessment-and-increases-cost-wiscon-
sin-towns-association-lose-local-government-and-you-will-lose-america/

NOTE:
The dates for the Open Book and Board of Review are 
being delayed until this State Budget issue with County 
assessments is settled.



Fredonia Area 
Chamber of Commerce 

Rummage Sale

Saturday, May 16
Call Lisa Dohrwardt

692-9650
Town Meetings
All of our meetings are open to the public, and we welcome you to attend!

The ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ELECTORS will take place on April 21st, 7:30 
pm. This is your chance to have your voice heard on the running of the Town.

MONTHLY TOWN MEETINGS

The Plan Commission Meeting is the first Wednesday of the month, and 
the Town Board Meeting is the second Wednesday of the month. Meet-
ings start at 7:30 pm.  If you would like to have an item placed on the 
agenda of either the Plan Commission or Town Board, notify either the 
Town Chairman or the Town Clerk by noon of the Thursday prior. Items 
placed on the agenda are at the discretion of the Town Chairman.

HOW DO YOU FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON??
Notices are placed in the Posting Boxes: Town Hall, Schwai’s Market 
(free-standing display in the parking lot), the Waubeka Fire Department 
(office entrance) and the Recycling Center. The official newspaper is the 
Ozaukee Press, and legal postings are published for public hearings.

WHERE CAN I FIND TOWN ORDINANCES?
The Town Ordinances are published on our website: www.town.fre-
donia.wi.us/  Look for the Ordinance tab, and check the index for the 
appropriate chapter. 

WHAT ARE THE TOWN OFFICE HOURS?
The Town office is open from 9:30 - 11:30 Monday - Friday. If you’re 
making a special trip, we’d suggest calling first just to make sure. We’re 
usually there, however... once and awhile things come up and we’re 
forced to close.

JUNE 22 
Riveredge Nature Center’s annual 

River Valley Ride

Be on the alert!

Begins at 7:00 AM–  you’ll see lots 
of folks on bicycles though out the 

Town of Fredonia. 

Need to get around 
the County? 

Options are available on 
www.ozaukeetransit.com
or call 284-TAXI (8294)

Wonder where your property taxes go?

Town	  -‐	  14%	  

County	  -‐	  13%	  

State	  -‐	  1%	  

Public	  Schools	  -‐	  66%	  

Tech	  Schools	  -‐	  6%	  

Tech Schools - 6%

Public Schools - 66%

Town - 14%

County - 13%

State - 1%

t

t

Ozaukee County Fair
July 29 - August 2



Hazardous Waste-not accepted at Recyccling Center

Town Bags - Medium $1.50

Town Bag - large $2.00

No Bag (per cubic foot) $1.00

             (per cubic yard) $40.00

             (material must be broken down to less than 4 ft)

ASHES-  per bag $2.00

FURNITURE-

Mattress - Regular $20.00

Mattress - Queen/King $25.00

Box Spring - Regular $20.00

Box Spring - Queen/King $25.00

Bed Frame $10.00

Couch $50.00

Couch (taken apart), Recliner, Loveseat, Large Chair $25.00

Chair - Regular, Kitchen $5.00

Small Desk / Dresser $5.00

Office Desk / Large Dresser $10.00

ELECTRONICS-

TV - up to 24” $20.00

TV - 24” or larger $25.00

Computer $25.00

DVD Machine/VCR $10.00

Other Electronics (games, etc) $10.00

APPLIANCES-

Washer / Dryer $5.00

Stove $5.00

Microwave $10.00

Dishwasher $5.00

Trash Compactor $10.00

Refrigerators $25.00

Humidifier $5.00

Dehumidifiers $20.00

Air Conditioners $20.00

Water Heater $5.00

Water Softener $5.00

Furnace $5.00

Propane Tank $15.00

TIRES-

Tire - Standard $4.00

Tire - Standard with rim $5.50

Tire - Semi $8.50

Tire - Semi w/rim $18.50

Tire - Farm Front $6.50

Tire - Small Tractor (1300 - 1400) $30.50

Tire - Large Tractor (1500 - 1900) $35.50

Tire - Off Road (skid steer) $20.50

Recycling Center News!

There are fees at the Recycling Center for 
disposing of larger items. Keep in mind, 
there is NO CHARGE for items that are 
recycled like shiny paper, cardboard, plas-
tics, metal and glass. 

There has been some confusion about 
corrugated cardboard (the stuff with the 
ridges)… If corrugated cardboard has a 
shiny side, but  you see the ridges in the 
cardboard on the other side, or if you 
see ridges between the outer and inner 
layer, it goes in the cardboard bin inside 
the building, not in the big, red contain-
er. But there are many examples of shiny 
cardboard which should be put in the red 
container: Kleenex boxes, cereal, medica-
tion, cosmetic and pizza boxes, etc.   

And finally, remember – as of this month, 
the Recycling Center is open on Thursday 
evenings from 5:00 – 7:00 PM as well as 
the normal Saturday hours. 

Interested in picking up a little extra cash? 
Harry’s always looking for people to work 
at the Recycling Center. You can pretty 
much choose your Saturdays or Thursdays!

Building Permits
John Derler, Building Inspector

(262) 692-2039 Phone & Fax

It is important that you check with the 
Town Building Inspector, John Derler, 
before beginning any building projects. 
John is available to answer any questions 
you may have and help you resolve mi-
nor conflicts before they become major 
problems. 
Please leave an 
afternoon or 
evening phone 
number where 
you can be 
reached.

Recycling Center Fees:



Town Budget & the Waubeka Fire Department

The Town contracts with the WFD for fire and EMS protection. It is the second largest  item on the 
Town’s budget, and it provides almost 70% of the revenue needed by the fire department. Did you 
ever wonder how your tax money gets spent at the firehouse? We asked Jason Caswell, Fire Chief.  

Where does the money go? Like a household, the WFD has operational costs of gas/electric, phone, fuel 
for the vehicles, insurance (one of our biggest expenditures), office supplies, property maintenance and repair and general 
cleaning supplies. This is about 29% of our operational costs.  

Training, not only for new members but also for current ones is another expense, and represents about 11% of our opera-
tional costs. It’s not as simple as putting water on a fire.  There are many variables to consider such as building construc-
tion/materials, time of day, weather, obtaining all necessary resources, safety of all personnel….and this is just a start.  
There are vehicle accidents, where specific techniques are needed for stabilization and extrication.  All cars are not made the 
same and we train on the uniqueness of these vehicles to make sure we are doing the job right.  We train on wildland fires, 
water rescue, search and rescue, CPR, emergency vehicle driving, safety, pumping operations, hazardous materials incidents 
and the list goes on.  Just about any emergency situation that you can think of, the fire department is there to assist and 
has practiced it at some time or another. 

Maintenance and repair of our firetrucks and ambulance, including fire gear and purchase payback, represents about 28% 
of our operating costs. Emergency vehicles are generally purchased through the town, but paid back by the fire department.  
The average fire engine can cost anywhere between $500,000 and $800,000 and have a 30 year life (one of them is com-
ing due in 2019).  The ambulance has a 10 year life.  Our current ambulance was purchased in 2006. Money from both 
the EMS Section of the state and the WFD is placed in a savings account for the future purchase of an ambulance.   

We put money away each year for large ticket items such as SCBA (Self Contained Breathing Apparatus) replacement, 
radios, extrication tool replacement, just to name a few. This represents about 10% of our operating costs.

Emergency Medical Services or EMS for short (the ambulance) takes about 14% of our expense budget. Money collect-
ed from ambulance transports offsets the expenditures incurred.  The expendables include supplies, equipment, and the 
monthly in-house training drills and semi-annual refresher courses plus the initial training for individuals to become EMTs.  
The Waubeka Fire Department operates at the Intermediate Technician level which means we can administer certain drugs 
to a patient during an emergency situation.  Any EMT at this level must first successfully complete the EMT-Basic course.  

The rest of our budget (about 8%) is used for contracts with neighboring Fire Departments for more distant areas of the 
Town.

A related - but not budget item is the time spent by volunteers. It takes 96 hours for an individual to become a state certi-
fied firefighter and 180 hours to become an EMT-Basic.  An additional 140 hours is needed to become an EMT-Intermediate 
Technician and 40 more hours to become a certified emergency services instructor or 42 hours to become Fire 2 certified. All 
the hours spent training, running emergency calls, fund raising, performing fire inspections, performing the daily office/cler-
ical duties and maintaining equipment are done without any pay to any individual, from the fire chief down to the newest 
recruit. the Town, recognizing the volunteer efforts of these folks puts money away for emergency responders as a “retire-
ment” benefit.  Members become fully vested after 20 years and may draw on it after reaching the age of 60. 

Next time you run into one of our firefighters, tell him you appreciate all his efforts!

One further thing… please use caution if burning this spring.  Dry conditions along with winds are dangerous 
when burning brush or grass around your homes. Use caution and wait until grass greens up or conditions im-
prove.  The WFD provides burning services for homeowners for a fee of $150/brush pile and $50/acre of grassland.  
If burning brush or grass on your own, first contact the WFD at 262-692-2656 and the Ozaukee County 
Sheriff’s Office non-emergency number 262-284-7172.  This helps prevent an unnecessary emergency response 
to a controlled burn that may be phoned in by someone else.  Have a safe and enjoyable spring season!


